
 

REGULAR BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MEETING 
Thursday,  February 23, 2023
1:30 p.m. 
GEDA 5th Floor GITC Building Ste. 511

 590 South  Marine  Corps  Drive  Tamuning,  Guam
 

96913
 



 
 

  

NOTICE OF A REGULAR BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
PLEASE TAKE NOTE TO ANYONE WHO WISHES TO ATTEND AND PARTICIPATE THAT A REGULAR 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING WILL BE HELD: 
 

DATE: Thursday, February 23, 2023 
TIME: 1:30 p.m. 

PLACE: GEDA 5th Floor GITC Building Ste. 511, 
590 South Marine Corps Drive | Tamuning, Guam 96913 

 
Public Notice: Distributed to the media on Thursday, February 16, 2023 and on Tuesday, 

February 21, 2023. 
 

AGENDA 
I. Call to Order 
II. Inifresi 
III. Roll Call 
IV. Approval of Agenda 
V. Approval of Minutes 

a.  January 2023 Board Meeting | January 19, 2023 
VI. Chairman’s Remarks 
VII. CEO/Administrator’s Remarks 
VIII. Committee & Standing Reports 

a. Investment Committee 
b. Real Property Committee 
c. Healthcare Committee 
d. Agriculture Committee / Aquaculture Committee 
e. Qualifying Certificate Report 
f. Communications Report 
g. Grants Report 
 

IX. Old Business 
a.     American Rescue Plan (ARP) Funded Grant Updates 

i. Local Employers Assistance Program “LEAP” 
ii. Prugråman I Pinilan (Childcare) Grant Programs 

 
X. New Business 

a. Board of Directors Nomination and Election of Vice Chairman 



 

 

b. Resolution No. 23-008 | Relative to Approving the Joint Recommendation to 
Revoke the Special Hotel Qualifying Certificate Issued to JMSH 11, LLC dba 
Citta De Mare (No. 253) 

c. Resolution No. 23-009 | Relative to Authorizing the Guam Economic 
Development Authority to Open a Savings and Checking Account in the Name 
of Destinu Guahan Venture Corporation and Appoint Signatories for the 
Accounts for the SSBCI Venture Capital Program 

d. Request to Charge Off Loans 
 
XI. Public Comment 
XII. Adjournment           
 
Enclosures 
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CENTRAL ISSUE

KEY MEETINGS

OTHER NEWS AND UPDATES

ACTION ITEMS

REAL PROPERTY 
FEBRUARY 2023

GALC 
- Desire to expand GEDA services to include 
investment guidance and strategies to grow the Land 
Bank Trust Fund and manage risk

Military and Federal Excess Lands
- GEDA RPD Assisting Gov Office

Support
- Several GovGuam Agencies seeking GEDA 
assistance on a number of initiatives

5 Year Law
- Creates challenges to attracting developers and 
investors

- GEDA facilitating Matrix Task Orders to include:  
Reuse Facilities Study 
Medical Healthcare Task Force Steering Committee and  
Subcommittees in relation to the Medical Action Plan 
MedCampus Reports delivered and in review 
Grants Training completed, closing reports underway 
 
- GALC  
Investment Policy Statement adopted on January 11, 2023 
Smithbridge submitted draft Polaris Mitigation Plan Scope, under 
review 
 
- US EDA Grants: 
RPD supporting Executive Division w/ Grant  w/ RE to public 
markets for Agat, Sinajana, and Mangilao  
Grant awarded on 07/05/22, RFP 22-002 opened on 09/09 
Proposals opened on 10/11/22, proposals evaluated and ranked on 
10/24/22, contract negotiations w/ 1st ranked ongoing 
 
- Permitting Task Force 
GEDA collaborating with DPW to explore Standard Operating 
Procedures for efficient permitting   
 
- DOC 
Requesting GEDA assistance for its CIP Program.  
 
- RPD assisting Guam VA w State Plan  
 
- RPD assisting BD with Transshipment RFP

02/08/23: GALC Reg Mtg 
02/02/23: MDG, GVAO, CDLO re: Task Order 9 
01/31/23: MDG Re: Updates 
01/30/23: GEPA Re: GALC Polaris property 
01/25/23: GALC Special Mtg 
01/23/23: MDG re: Task Order 9  
01/18/23: GALC Reg Mtg 
01/11/23: Transshipment Task Force RFP Evaluations 
01/04/23: USDA Re: Green Markets 
12/19/22: Green Markets - Contract negotiation w 1st ranked 
12/14: GALC Reg Mtg 
12/06: CDLO, DLM Re: MedCampus 
11/30: CDLO, GMH, DLM Re: MedCampus 
11/18: GACL Reg Mtg 
10/24: Green Markets A&E RFP Evaluation 
10/21: GALC Reg Mtg 
10/18: GALC Re: Investments 
10/17: OOG, CDLO, GALC, DLM Re: MedCampus 
10/14: OOG, CDLO, GALC, DLM Re: MedCampus 

*Ancestral Land Owners (ALO) 
*Community Defense Liaison Office (CDLO) 
*Department of Land Management (DLM) 
*Guam Ancestral Land Commission (GALC) 
*Guam Memorial Hospital Authority (GMH) 
* Guam State Clearinghouse (GSC)

*Joint Region Marianas (JRM) 
*Matrix Design Group (MDG) 
*Office of the Governor of Guam (OOG) 
*Ruder Integrated Marketing Strategies (RIMS) 
*United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)

- Continuing to support Governor's Initiatives on potentially 
Releasable Federal Lands. 
 
- Continuing support of other GovGuam agencies' initiatives 
 
- GALC/DPHSS MOU to be renewed in April 2023 
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KEY MEETINGS

OTHER NEWS AND UPDATES

ACTION ITEMS

HEALTHCARE  
FEBRUARY 2023

Need for Regional Health Lab

Need to upgrade or replace public healthcare facilities

Need for options for the reuse of current medical 
services facilities

Continuing upkeep of GMH facility and services

DPHSS facilities

Due to COVID 19 cases over the past years, GMH, 
GRMC and other health providers are still 
experiencing shortages of locally based trained 
staffers to support front liners 

- Matrix Design Group  
  Task Order 8 deliverables received. Currently drafting close out   
  reports for the grant. 
 
- PL 36-56 pledges funding for the Guam Twenty-First Century     
  Healthcare Center development expenses. 
 
- NAVFAC  
  Lease discussions ongoing 
  Team-proposed lease items to be reviewed by Asst. SecNav 
 
- Website 
  www.guammedicalcampus.com 
  Launched on January 23, 2023  
 
- ARP funding support request submitted to the Governor 
 
- BILLS Introduced: 
  12-37: Legislative approval on entering a lease, license, or   
  sub-lease of federal or foreign government property  
  13-37: Transparency for the Medical Healthcare Campus 

01/20/23: RIMS Re: Website 
12/21/22: CDLO, DLM, JRM Re: Lease 
12/14/22: CDLO, DLM, JRM Re: Lease 
12/07/22: CDLO, DLM, JRM Re: Lease 
12/06/22: CDLO, DLM Re: Lease 
11/30/22: CDLO, GMH, DLM Re: Utlities 
10/17/22: OOG, CDLO, GALC, DLM Re: MedCampus 
10/14/22: OOG, CDLO, GALC, DLM Re: MedCampus 
10/03/22: MDG, CDLO Re: Enhanced Use Lease 

*Ancestral Land Owners (ALO) 
*Community Defense Liaison Office (CDLO) 
*Department of Land Management (DLM) 
*Guam Ancestral Land Commission (GALC) 
*Guam Memorial Hospital Authority (GMH) 
* Guam State Clearinghouse (GSC)

*Joint Region Marianas (JRM) 
*Matrix Design Group (MDG) 
*Office of the Governor of Guam (OOG) 
*Ruder Integrated Marketing Strategies (RIMS) 
*United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)

Continue facilitation and support of the Healthcare Task Force 
and its various subcommittees to coordinate efforts to improve 
medical and health services delivery to the community. 
 
GEDA staff supporting Governor's office with RE to a potential 
new medical services campus in terms of researching finance 
options and collaborating with other GovGuam agencies on 
related matters. 
 
 
RPD drafting MOAs for infrastructure agencies  
 
Ongoing collaboration between RPD & PFD for draft of PMO 
RFP 
 
RPD to guide RIMS with the website FEB

R
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TRIP REPORT

AGRICULTURE/AQUACULTURE

Guam's high dependency on the importation of 
agriculture products creates a need to grow and 
develop the local agriculture into a sustainable 
industry and reduce imports. 

GEDA initiatives:
1. Expand and build agriculture assets
2. Workforce development
3. Private investment initiatives

 - 2/15/23 - Agriculture/Aquaculture Taskforce 
meeting held. Discussion focused on standing up 
the Office of Aquaculture within the Department of 
Agriculture. 

- Guam Department of Agriculture, in collaboration with 
other GovGuam agencies including UOG Center for 
Island Sustainability, are continuing to work on  the 
Guam Habitat Conservation Plan. 

- GEDA co-hosting Palau Trade Mission with the 
Western United States Agricultural Trade 
Association (WUSATA) from March 21-25, 2023. 
Registration now open.  

ACTION ITEMS CONTINUED:

- GEDA finalizing WUSATA Executive Director's site visit to Guam on March 9th-10th - meetings scheduled with 
GEDA, Department of Agriculture, agriculture-related entities, and select businesses with value-added products. 

February 2023 



Business & Economic Development Division (BEDD) 
continues to administer and develop the QC program.  

Efforts continue to improve program to maintain it as a 
viable investment tool, with a focus on: 
• Special Hotel QC 
• Manufacturing 
• Captive Insurance 
• Technology 
• Circular Economy & Recycling

QUALIFYING CERTIFICATE (QC)
FEB

R
U

A
RY 2023

• None during this period. 

• GEDA has received a marked increase in interest in 
the QC program. In 2022, GEDA received seven (7) 
QC applications. 

• QC Contracts: 
• Island Home Insurance (transmitted to DRT) 
• TakeCare Insurance (transmitted to applicant) 
• Tokio Marine Insurance (transmitted to DRT) 
• Core Tire Recycling (transmitted to applicant) 
• Core Tech Affordable Housing (at AGs office) 
• BG Place LLC (second draft under review) 

• Continue researching the following tax incentives: 
• manufacturing, including but not limited to 

pharmaceuticals & additive manufacturing; 
• the development of high tech industries; 
• the deve lopment o f a t ranssh ipment , 

manufacturing, assembly and/or distribution 
industries in Guam. 

APPROVED QCs
Applicant Industry Activity Status

None as of date of this report
APPLICATIONS IN PROGRESS

Applicant Industry Activity Status
Island Home Insurance Company Domestic Insurance Health insurance BOD approved 11/10/22 BOD mtg.  

QC transmitted to DRT 2/9/23 
 Core Tech International Corp. Affordable Housing Affordable Housing BOD approved 8/18/22 - QC at AG’s office 

BG Place LLC Tourism Entertainment/Tourism Complex BOD approved 6/23/22 - QC under review
Core Tire Recycling, LLC Circular Economy/Recycling Tire Recycling BOD approved 11/10/22 BOD mtg.  

QC transmitted to Applicant 2/15/23
TakeCare Insurance Domestic Insurance Health insurance BOD approved 11/10/22 BOD mtg. 

QC transmitted to Applicant 2/21/23 
 Tokio Marine Pacific Insurance Domestic Insurance Health insurance BOD approved 12/16/22 BOD mtg.  

QC transmitted to DRT 2/9/23 
 Pan Pacific Retail Management 

(Guam) Co., Ltd.
Tourism/Real Property Dev. Retail Shopping Center Application received 11/22/22 - Public 

Hearing held 12/28/22 
POTENTIAL APPLICATIONS

Applicant Industry Activity Status
NetCare Life and Health Insurance Domestic Insurance  Health insurance Letter of Intent (3/28/22) 

Oil Recycling Guam Circular Economy/Recycling Used Oil Recycling Letter of Intent (5/25/22)
Guahan Waste Recycling LLC Circular Economy/Recycling Recycling Letter of Intent (9/14/22)

as of February 21, 2023 



GUAM ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (GEDA)
MEDIA REPORT

January 20, 2023 - February 16, 2023

Date Publication Headline Reaction

Jan 20, 2023 Guam Daily Post GEDA releases update to major
strategy

Neutral

Jan 23, 2023 Pacific Daily
News

GovGuam reveals plan for Mangilao
medical campus

Neutral

Jan 23, 2023 Pacific Daily
News

Hearing set for bill to expand access to
opioid overdose meds

Neutral

Jan 23, 2023 Guam Daily Post Program offers money for child care
workers to remain in field

Positive

Jan 24, 2023 Pacific Daily
News

Our View: GovGuam's record of
maintenance doomed smart park idea

Negative

Jan 24, 2023 Guam Daily Post GMHA certified perioperative nurses
given high recognition

Positive

Jan 24, 2023 Pacific Daily
News

$29M excess revenue in 3 months for
GovGuam; $246M left in ARP funds

Negative

Jan 24, 2023 Pacific Daily
News

Behavioral Health to launch text
message pilot program for clients

Positive

Jan 24, 2023 Pacific Daily
News

GMHA working towards accreditation to
host medical students

Positive

Jan 25, 2023 Pasquines Telemedicine Technology Helps
Patients at Guam Hospital

Positive

Jan 26, 2023 Guam Daily Post GBHWC: New SMS system gives
clients easier access to mental health
services

Positive

Jan 26, 2023 KUAM News GEDA's updated Comprehensive
Economic Development Strategy
includes new projects to diversify
economy

Neutral

Jan 27, 2023 Mirage News Assistant Sec. Cantor Wraps Pacific
Tour of HI, Guam & CNMI

Neutral

Jan 30, 2023 Guam Daily Post DPHSS receives $6.4M federal grant to
construct new facility

Neutral



Jan 30, 2023 KUAM News Governor's bill proposes compensation
for original landowners

Neutral

Jan 30, 2023 Guam Daily Post Taitague bills seek changes to tax
credits

Neutral

Feb 2, 2023 Guam Daily Post Governor sends new bill on local land
bank

Negative

Feb 5, 2023 Guam Daily Post GMH signs MOU with St. Luke’s
hospital

Neutral

Feb 6, 2023 Pacific Daily
News

Public Health owes employees
$421,000 for pandemic overtime

Negative

Feb 6, 2023 Guam Daily Post Senators question unpaid pandemic
overtime and high lease costs at
DPHSS

Negative

Feb 7, 2023 KUAM News Terlaje bill would require legislative
approval for federal land subleases over
5 years, GEDA administrator testifies
against it

Neutral

Feb 7, 2023 Pacific Daily
News

Application period extended for
after-school, community grants

Positive

Feb 7, 2023 Guam Daily Post Barnett bill to fast-track health and
safety compliance in schools

Neutral

Feb 8, 2023 Guam Daily Post Governor extends deadline for
after-school care grant program

Positive

Feb 8, 2023 Pacific Daily
News

Our View: Grants help program that
help our children

Positive

Feb 10, 2023 Guam Daily Post DPHSS hopes genome sequencing
machine running by end of month

Neutral

Feb 12, 2023 Pacific Daily
News

Lotz: Federal COVID funding should've
been spent before it's too late

Negative

Feb 12, 2023 Guam Daily Post CPS short $1.4M to hire social workers Negative

Feb 13, 2023 Pacific Daily
News

Drug treatment specialists support bill to
reverse lifetime SNAP ban for drug
offenders

Positive

Feb 14, 2023 Marianas
Business Journal

MilCon, military, tourism, and more Neutral



GEDA MENTION/NEWS

GEDA releases update to major strategy
(January 20, 2023) Guam Daily Post
The Guam Economic Development Authority recently released an update to the Guam
2020-2025 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy. This five-year plan lays out a local
economic development strategy-driven framework. The updated document revises existing
project priorities from the most recent plan adopted in 2019 and identifies additional projects
that address the current and changing economic conditions, including the continued impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic on the island.

Program offers money for child care workers to remain in field
(January 23, 2023) Guam Daily Post
More than 400 providers and their employees in the child care industry may find some financial
relief headed their way.
If deemed qualified under the workforce retention grant program, they stand to receive between
$1,000 and $5,000 as part of an incentive to stay in the industry.

GEDA's updated Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy includes new projects
to diversify economy
(January 26, 2023) KUAM News
The Guam Economic Development Authority has just updated its SEDS.
GEDA CEO Melanie Mendiola said it identifies a whole set of more than 40 new projects to
diversify the local economy.

Assistant Sec. Cantor Wraps Pacific Tour of HI, Guam & CNMI
(January 27, 2023) Mirage News
In Guam, Assistant Secretary Cantor met with Governor Lourdes Leon Guerrero and
announced a $6.5 million grant for design and construction of a new facility for the Division of
Environmental Health at the Department of Public Health and Social Services. She attended
activities related to the reactivation ceremony of U.S. Marine Corps Camp Blaz and delivered
remarks at a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the Guam Community College for a new DNA
Forensics Lab and Toxicology Facility at the George C. Perez Crime Lab, funded partially by
OIA.

Taitague bills seek changes to tax credits
(January 30, 2023) Guam Daily Post
Sen. Telo Taitague has introduced two bills aimed at changing the conditions of government of
Guam tax credits, which are part of the lawmaker's attempt to avoid reductions in funding for
public safety, health, education and other services and programs, her office announced in a
press release.

Governor's bill proposes compensation for original landowners
(January 30, 2023) KUAM News
Ten million dollars now to jump-start the Land Bank Trust Fund, and $2 million every year after.
That's what Gov. Lou Leon Guerrero is proposing in a new bill sent to the legislature. Various
compensation options are proposed for original landowners whose ancestral property is now
held by the government. The options include: continuing to wait for a change in federal law
authorizing a future land return; Apply for payment if property was returned or leased to the
Government of  Guam for a public use; Or seek compensation if a land return is not likely in the
foreseeable future.



Governor sends new bill on local land bank
(February 2, 2023) Guam Daily Post
Gov. Lou Leon Guerrero has transmitted an updated version of the Land Bank Reform Act to the
Guam Legislature for consideration this term. The measure is Leon Guerrero's solution for a
roadblock to ancestral land return posed by U.S. Law 106-504.

Terlaje bill would require legislative approval for federal land subleases over 5 years,
GEDA administrator testifies against it
(February 7, 2023) KUAM News
Senators heard testimony last night on a bill that would require legislative approval for any
Government of Guam lease or sublease of federal land for a term of more than five years.
That means senators would have to approve the proposed 99-year lease for the proposed
medical campus at Eagles Field in Mangilao.

Application period extended for after-school, community grants
(February 7, 2023) Pacific Daily News
The application period for the Governor’s After School and Community Care grant program has
been extended to March 31, according to a news release from Adelup.
Local businesses, nonprofit organizations, and nonschool providers can apply for up to
$100,000 in grant funding for after-school and community care programs targeting youth ages 5
to 13.

Governor extends deadline for after-school care grant program
(February 8, 2023) Guam Daily Post
Groups and organizations have more time to receive a government subsidy for providing
after-school and community care programs.
The Leon Guerrero-Tenorio administration, in coordination with the Guam Economic
Development Authority and the Guam Department of Public Health and Social Services
announced in a press release that the application deadline will be extended until March 31.

Our View: Grants help program that help our children
(February 8, 2023) Pacific Daily News
The Governor’s After School and Community Care grant program deadline has been extended
to March 31, and we encourage all eligible businesses and nonprofits to apply.
The program provides up to $100,000 in grant funding for after-school and community care
programs targeting youth ages 5 to 13.

Lotz: Federal COVID funding should've been spent before it's too late
(February 12, 2023) Pacific Daily News
Recently, the Republicans in the U.S. House of Representatives decided to make an issue of
raising the debt ceiling of the United States as the Republicans have, at the moment, become
fiscally responsible.
This Republican-contrived crisis, since the Republicans now control the House of
Representatives, has become increasingly an issue as we approach the deadline of June 5, the
date determined by the Treasury Department after which serious financial and economic
consequences could result if a legislative solution is not agreed upon.

MilCon, military, tourism, and more
(February 14, 2023) Marianas Business Journal
In other news, The Office of the Governor of Guam announced the launch of its Medical



Campus website and information hub Jan. 23. “The Medical Campus project is rapidly evolving
from a notional future project to a current, state-of-the-art quality health care and integrated
services center for Guam and the region,” a release said. Updates, reports, and information
relative to the medical campus will be publicly available on www.guammedicalcampus.com,
including the Medical Campus Action Plan.



MEDICAL CAMPUS MENTION/NEWS

GovGuam reveals plan for Mangilao medical campus
(January 23, 2023) Pacific Daily News
It will take as long as three years and cost tens of millions of dollars to prepare the Eagles Field
site in Mangilao for a new medical campus before buildings can be constructed, according to
the facility’s master plan, which states the governor wants to build closer to Route 15 to cut
infrastructure costs.



GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL MENTION/NEWS

Our View: GovGuam's record of maintenance doomed smart park idea
(January 24, 2023) Pacific Daily News
Guam residents and visitors have been spared the $50 million debacle of a smart park at Ypao
Beach — an unpopular idea from the start.
The Guam Visitors Bureau proposal called spending American Rescue Plan funds to develop
Ypao Beach into the I Tåno I Famagu’on Smart Park — a technological theme park that would
have showcased the island’s cultural heritage.

$29M excess revenue in 3 months for GovGuam; $246M left in ARP funds
(January 24, 2023) Pacific Daily News
The government of Guam exceeded its target revenue by more than $29 million in the first three
months of fiscal year 2023 while also having nearly $246 million left in federal American Rescue
Plan funding as of Dec. 31.
The numbers are based on two separate reports from the Bureau of Budget and Management
Research.

GMHA working towards accreditation to host medical students
(January 24, 2023) Pacific Daily News
The Guam Memorial Hospital Authority is working toward a partnership with a university in the
states to host medical students here.
Lillian Perez-Posadas, GMH administrator and CEO, said medical students can get real-world
clinical training and having them here would and boost the number of health care workers on
the island.

GMHA certified perioperative nurses given high recognition
(January 24, 2023) Guam Daily Post
Guam Memorial Hospital Authority’s surgery department was recognized for its high number of
certified perioperative nurses.
According to a release from the agency, GMHA received the 2023 CNOR Strong Award from
the Competency & Credentialing Institute, which acknowledged the hospital as a “facility that
advances a culture of patient safety.”

TELEMEDICINE TECHNOLOGY HELPS PATIENTS AT GUAM HOSPITAL
(January 25, 2023) Pasquines
An updated telemedicine system in the Guam Memorial Hospital (GMH) is helping patients with
new technologies. Telemedicine helps create a bigger connection between patients and doctors.
It does this by allowing patients to contact doctors through telecommunication services. Patients
can dial in and talk to doctors on the phone or through video calls.

GMH signs MOU with St. Luke’s hospital
(February 5, 2023) Guam Daily Post
GMH MOU: The Guam Memorial Hospital in Tamuning as seen December 2022. GMH and St.
Luke’s Medical Center in the Philippines recently signed a memorandum of understanding.
Norman M. Taruc/The Guam Daily Post



GUAM BEHAVIORAL HEALTH MENTION/NEWS

Hearing set for bill to expand access to opioid overdose meds
(January 23, 2023) Pacific Daily News
Senators are proposing easier access to medication that could potentially save the life of a
person overdosing on opioids like heroin or fentanyl.
Naloxone, a drug described as an “opioid antagonist,” can stop an opioid overdose in its tracks
when injected or sprayed into the nose. However, naloxone is only available via prescription, the
Office of the Attorney General noted last October.

Behavioral Health to launch text message pilot program for clients
(January 24, 2023) Pacific Daily News
A text messaging pilot project to better reach Guam Behavioral Health and Wellness Center
clients was announced Tuesday.
The new Smart SMS, Short Messaging System Project, will be used to communicate directly
with patients to reduce appointment no-show rates, alert patients they have medication ready
for pickup and other benefits, said Behavioral Health Director Therese Arriola.

GBHWC: New SMS system gives clients easier access to mental health services
(January 26, 2023) Guam Daily Post
The Guam Behavioral Health and Wellness Center is launching a new pilot program, the Smart
Short Messaging System, on Feb. 7. GBHWC said that it will enhance its capacity to meet the
mental health needs of clients.
“We pledged to constantly look for avenues to open access to care and also how do we use
technology to give better care to clients. Because we are so client centered as a (Commission
on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities) accredited department, our goal is to deliver
excellent service,” GBHWC Director Theresa Arriola told The Guam Daily Post.

Drug treatment specialists support bill to reverse lifetime SNAP ban for drug offenders
(February 13, 2023) Pacific Daily News
“A lot of people coming out of recovery and treatment have a different mindset, so they need to
be given every opportunity to succeed, and this is one of the ways they can at least sustain
themselves as they reenter the community,” said Robert Dames, a Guam Behavioral Health and
Wellness Center chemical dependency treatment specialist II for the Residential Substance
Abuse Treatment program at the Department of Corrections.



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH MENTION/NEWS

Assistant Sec. Cantor Wraps Pacific Tour of HI, Guam & CNMI
(January 27, 2023) Mirage News
In Guam, Assistant Secretary Cantor met with Governor Lourdes Leon Guerrero and
announced a $6.5 million grant for design and construction of a new facility for the Division of
Environmental Health at the Department of Public Health and Social Services. She attended
activities related to the reactivation ceremony of U.S. Marine Corps Camp Blaz and delivered
remarks at a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the Guam Community College for a new DNA
Forensics Lab and Toxicology Facility at the George C. Perez Crime Lab, funded partially by
OIA.

DPHSS receives $6.4M federal grant to construct new facility
(January 30, 2023) Guam Daily Post
The Department of Public Health and Social Services is a step closer to a new environmental
health facility as $6.4 million has been awarded to Guam by the U.S. Department of Interior
Office of Insular Affairs, the Office of the Governor announced in a press release.

Public Health owes employees $421,000 for pandemic overtime
(February 6, 2023) Pacific Daily News
The Department of Public Health and Social Services owes employees $421,106 for overtime
worked during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Management owes employees for overtime worked as far back as Aug. 15, 2020, Joaquin Blas,
program director for Public Health’s Division of General Administration, told lawmakers during a
meeting held Friday.

Senators question unpaid pandemic overtime and high lease costs at DPHSS
(February 6, 2023) Guam Daily Post
A lot was covered during a meeting of the 37th Guam Legislature's committee on health held
Friday involving the Department of Public Health and Social Services.
Senators spent five hours delving into various programs DPHSS oversees in the community.
One of the items on the agenda dealt with employee pandemic overtime from April 2022 to
January 2023. Another was the Mangilao headquarters for the department, a $5 million facility
that sits languishing as DPHSS pays the highest lease costs in the government.

Barnett bill to fast-track health and safety compliance in schools
(February 7, 2023) Guam Daily Post
Sen. Chris Barnett has put forth a bill to fast-track compliance with health and safety standards
in Guam's schools.
"The situation in our schools is an urgent emergency. … Mold, asbestos, rats, fleas, leaking
roofs and other health and safety hazards have become the sad reality for many of our schools
and our students. They deserve better. Not in five years, not in one year, but now," said Barnett,
who chairs the Legislature's committee on education.

DPHSS hopes genome sequencing machine running by end of month
(February 10, 2023) Guam Daily Post
The local emergency may be over, but the COVID-19 pandemic is still here, according to
officials from the Department of Public Health and Social Services, who said by the end of the
month Guam will have the ability to quickly identify the different strains of COVID-19 on island.

CPS short $1.4M to hire social workers



(February 12, 2023) Guam Daily Post
The $981,000 appropriated this fiscal year to the Department of Public Health and Social
Services to fill critical staffing shortages at Child Protective Services isn’t enough for the 23
positions it was meant to fund.
It's a revelation made to senators in the 37th Guam Legislature during a public hearing this
month.
When DPHSS presented its fiscal year 2023 budget request, the ask was for $981,000, recalled
Speaker Therese Terlaje, who was confused about how DPHSS is now asserting the amount is
no longer enough to fund all the hires.



GUAM ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (GEDA)
Digital/Social Media Report

WEBSITE ANALYTICS

SOCIAL MEDIA ANALYTICS
❖ Facebook Page Reach: 543 (+4.4%)
❖ Instagram Reach: 36,743 (+13.4%)
❖ Paid Reach: 35,744 (+21.6%)

Instagram Analytics:
Reached +13.3% more accounts
❖ Accounts Reached: 36.7K (+13.3%)
❖ Accounts Engaged: 295
❖ Total Followers: 1,262 (+6.8)
❖ Posts Shared: 1
❖ Stories Shared: 14
❖ Videos Shared: 1



PROJECT TITLE PROJECT DESCRIPTION PROJECT START GRANT FUNDING SOURCE REQUESTED AMOUNT GEDA ALLOCATION STATUS COMMENTS

Guam State Trade Expansion 

Program

Guam State Trade Expansion Program to increase 

the number of small businesses exporting March 2022 State Trade Expansion Program SBA $200,000 $200,000

SUBMITTED - 5/27/22

AWARDED - 9/15/22

Guam Green Market Facilities

The project is intended to repair, renovate, storm-

harden and construct new green market facilities 

in three strategic municipalities (Agat, Mangilao 

and Sinajana) and to expand existing facilities at 

the sites in order to add  new small business 

space for minority entrepreneurs. January 2020

FY 2020 EDA Public Works and 

Economic Adjustment Assistance 

Programs DOC - EDA $1,200,000 $60,000 

SUBMITTED - 3/10/20

PRELIMINARY 

SELECTED - 10/9/20 

AWARDED - 9/9/21

Re-Awarded - 

5/23/22

Guam Aquaculture Industry 

Feasibility Study

Economic and marketing feasibility study 

(including site analysis and preliminary 

conceptual design) for the establishment of an 

aquaculture industry on Guam June 2020 FY 2019 EDA Disaster Supplemental DOC - EDA $199,775 $51,150 

SUBMITTED - 7/23/20

PRELIMINARY 

SELECTED - 12/4/20

AWARDED - 03/08/21

Submitted Grant 

Close Out Report - 

4/29/22

Guam Comprehensive Economic 

Development Strategy Pandemic 

Recovery Plan

Update of Guam CEDS 2020-2025 to include new 

and revised strategic development projects in 

order to reflect current economic conditions and 

the impact of COVID-19 June 2020

FY 2020 EDA Public Works and 

Economic Adjustment Assistance 

Programs including CARES Act 

Funding DOC - EDA $128,533 23,533

SUBMITTED - 9/3/20

PRELIMINARY 

SELECTED   - 12/8/20

AWARDED - 4/29/21

8/26/22 - Submitted 

grant close out report

Guam Agriculture Master Plan

Development of a Guam Agriculture Master Plan 

to strengthen and modernize the agriculture 

industry April 2020 Technical Assistance Program DOI $200,000 

TBD based on RFP 

requirements 

(potentially $30,000 - 

$40,000)

SUBMITTED - 5/1/20 

NOT SELECTED

Department of Agriculture used DOI application 

to draft Agriculture Master Plan project as part of 

EDA State Planning Grant application (submitted 

by BSP). BSP received Notice of award on 11/4/21 

that includes $375,000 for Agriculture Master 

Plan  

GEDA FEDERAL GRANT PROJECTS
(Updated 02/17/23)



Guam Small Cruise Ship Feasibility 

Study

Preparation of an economic feasibility, 

environmental impact assessment and a business 

model design for the establishment of a small 

cruise ship line home porting and/or regional hub 

in Guam to serve the entire Marianas Islands 

visitor destination points March 2020

FY 2020 EDA Public Works and 

Economic Adjustment Assistance 

Programs including CARES Act 

Funding DOC - EDA $350,500 $63,162 

SUBMITTED - 6/10/20

NOT SELECTED - 

10/26/20

Pacific Region Blue Economy

Development of Micronesia region aquaculture 

industry, including construction of Guam 

Aquaculture Innovation Center. Technical 

Assistance to to support application for Phase II of 

grant. September 2021

FY 2021 American Rescue Plan Act 

Build Back Better Regional 

Challenge DOC - EDA $500,000 $37,000

Submitted - 10.15.21

NOT SELECTED

Polaris Point Cleanup Assessment

Comprehensive environmental assessment of 

Polaris Point November 2019

FY20 Guidelines for Brownfield 

Cleanup Grants USEPA $200,000 $20,000 

SUBMITTED - 12/3/19 

- NOT SELECTED

Tourism Recovery Plan

Analysis of Guam's tourism market, including: 

Tourism Market Study, Tourism and Destination 

Marketing Assessment, Repositioning and 

Development Strategy May 2020

FY 2020 EDA Public Works and 

Economic Adjustment Assistance 

Programs including CARES Act 

Funding DOC - EDA

3921559.79 (Awarded 

$390,000) $200,000 

AWARDED - 

3/18/21

Collaborated with BSP and GVB, with BSP 

serving as grant applicant.

Medical and Public Health Services 

Action Plan 

The Action Plan will influence and shape 

GovGuam's medical and public health investment 

decisions and support investments in medical and 

public health care infrastructure March 2020 Office of Economic Adjustment OEA ~ $2,000,000 10% of budget

Preliminary 

discussions with OEA Led by Guam Buildup Office

Statewide Planning Grant

Non-competitive grant to fund: Guam Agriculture 

Master Plan, Additive Manufacturing Feasibility 

Study, Transshipment Industry Feasibility Study, 

Economic Impact Model July 2021 FY2021 Statewide Planning Grant DOC - EDA

Guam Agriculture 

Master Plan - $375,000

Additive Manufacturing - 

$300,000

TBD Awarded - 11/4/21

Collaborated with BSP and DOAG, with BSP 

serving as grant applicant

ADDITIONAL GRANTS
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